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1.  Letter from Polish General Franciszek Sikorski to Army Commander 

Semyon K. Timoshenko on the Illegal Holding of Polish Lvov 
 

[Lwów, Lvivl Defenders in a Camp 

20 October I939,*  Starobelsk 

 

The Commander of the Troops for the Defense of Lvov, Brigadier General Sikorski 

To the Commander of the Ukrainian Front, Army Commander 1st Rank Timoshenko 

 

I have the honor of informing you that General Langner, before his departure for Moscow, 

conveyed to me the content of his conversation with you.  Hence I know that you fully 

understood the essence of our decision- that is, that we, despite possessing written proposals 

from the German command with conditions of capitulation most advantageous to us, did not 

yield either to their attacks or to their threats of a final assault by four divisions accompanied by 

heavy bombardment of the city.  

 
It was perfectly clear to you that we, beyond the shadow of a doubt, entered decisively into 

negotiations with representatives of the state in which, in contrast to Germany, the principles of 

justice toward nations and individuals are binding, although we did not have as yet any concrete 

offers from the Red [Army] command.  

 

You could convince yourself that we fulfilled to the utmost our soldierly duty to fight the 

German aggressor and that at that time, and in the appropriate manner, we executed the order of 

the Polish Supreme Command not to consider the Red Army a belligerent party.  

 

You demonstrated your just assessment by confirming the agreement concluded regarding our 

capitulation. 194 

In connection with this, I consider it my duty to present to you our real present-day situation. 

 

I am in Starobelsk, where all the officers were sent who, according to the order of the Polish 

Supreme Command, surrendered their weapons to the Red Army not only in Lvov but also in the 

remaining portions of the territory to which your power extended as the commander of the 

Ukrainian Front. 

 

I am well aware that at the present time you face many important problems and therefore our 

problem is one of many for you. For this reason I do not want to submit any claims regarding 

various shortcomings that have occurred. 

 

Nevertheless, I take the liberty of directing your attention to the following points: 

1. The delay in releasing us has put all of us and our families in an extremely difficult position, 

although Soviet authorities are going to great lengths to alleviate our living conditions. 

2. Moving our place of registration and [future] release more than 1,000 kilometers to the east 

has complicated the issue of our return to our places of permanent residence and has 

completely excluded the possibility of direct contact with our families. 

3. 3· Our sojourn in Starobelsk and the restrictions on our personal freedom, even in this place, 

are an extremely difficult experience for us.  
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In connection with the above, and since we have not been released as yet, although General 

Langner made a special trip to Moscow regarding this matter, I ask you to take all possible 

measures to speed our release. 

 

In conclusion, I wish to assure you that I am addressing you directly because the capitulation 

agreement was concluded through your authorized representatives. 

 

F. Sikorski 

Brigadier General [signature in Polish] 

 

* Date of registration in the Secretariat of the USSR Deputy People's Commissar of Internal 

Affairs. 

 

2.  NKVD UPV Proposals to Beria on the Release of Some POWs After 

November 2, 1939, Moscow 
 

To the USSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs* 

GB Commissar 1st Rank 

Comrade L. P. Beria 

 

A large part of the prisoner-of-war soldiers of the former Polish Army coming from the 

territories of Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia have been released to [their] homelands. 

The release of soldiers to the [Polish] territory [now] belonging to Germany, in an exchange 

procedure with the latter, is coming to a close. 

 

At present, there are a good number of prisoner-of-war soldiers employed in productive jobs: 

18,000 at Construction Site no. 1 and 10,396 in USSR Narkomchermet mining operations.  

 

The rank-and-file soldiers of the former Polish Army held in our camps, especially from the 

territories of Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia, have openly expressed their desire for, 

and pleaded to be released to their homes as soon as possible in order to take up active 

participation with their entire people in the organization and construction of a new and happy 

life. 

 

Now, after the decision of the 5th Extraordinary Session of the USSR Supreme Soviet on the 

union of Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia with the USSR, they are citizens of the USSR, 

and their detention as POWs contradicts the session's decision. The moods of the POWs up to the 

present day express more and more strongly their desire to return to their homelands as soon as 

possible.  In an organized fashion they are requesting to be released (two letters addressed to 

Comrade Stalin from Construction Site no. I) and are running away unlawfully in small numbers 

(1,000 men [from] Construction Site no. I), and there are instances of escapes from other camps. 

 

In this situation, their further detention as POWs could give rise to false interpretations among 

them and, through them, among the workers of Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia, 

providing our enemies with ammunition for anti-Soviet agitation. This could happen also 
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because it was announced to 1,470 men as they were leaving Putivl camp that they were going 

home, whereas they were in fact sent to Krivoy Rog. 

 

Based on the above, we consider it possible to submit for your consideration the following 

proposals: 

 
1. In connection with the decision of the 5th Extraordinary Session of  the USSR Supreme 

Soviet, change the status of the POWs working at Narkomchermet ore extraction sites to 

that of freely hired workers; [but] first conduct among them preliminary propaganda-

explanatory work to secure them as a workforce in the mines with the same rights as all 

USSR workers. 

2. Release all POWs from Construction Site no. I and replace them with the police in our 

camps, who number 4,977, of whom the 3,000 [originating] from the territories of 

Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia are idle. Sooner or later they will have to be 

trained to work. Assign a reinforced guard to them. 

3. Differentiate among the officer contingents detained in our camps, a total of 8,980 men, 

4,500 of whom are from the territories of Western Ukraine and Western Belorussia, in 

order to decide where to utilize those in each category. 

 

Head of the USSR NKVD UPV 

Major (Soprunenko) 

Commissar of the USSR NKVD UPV Regimental Commissar (Nekhoroshev) 

 
* This report was sent soon after the end of the 5th Extraordinary Session of the Supreme Soviet 

on 2 November I939, when it agreed to the incorporation of Western Belorussia and Western 

Ukraine into the respective Soviet republics. 

 

3.  Politburo Decision to Arrest All Registered Regular Officers of the Former 

Polish Army 

December 3, 1939, Moscow 

Top Secret 

Special Folder 

From 3 December 1939 

151.-NKVD Matter 

 

Ratify the NKVD proposal to arrest all registered regular officers of the former 
Polish Army.  
    

Excerpt sent to: 

   Comrade Beria 

 VKP(b) TsK Secretary 

 I[J.] Stalin 
 

[Facsimile signature of ]. Stalin stamped with a round red seal, with the legend "All-Union Communist 

Party of Bolsheviks" and, in the inner circle, the letters "CC."] 
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4.  Ivan Serov's Report to Beria on the Arrest of Polish Regular Officers in the 

Oblasts of Western Ukraine; December 14, 1939, Kiev 
 

To the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, USSR 

GB Commissar 1st Rank Com. Beria 
 

I hereby report the results of the operation carried out on 10 December 1939 to arrest regular officers of 

the former Polish Army in the oblasts of western Ukraine: 

 

TarnopolOblast 

14 3 men have been arrested. 51 of these are reserve officers. The arrested include 5 colonels, 3 lieutenant 

colonels, 14 majors, 65 captains, and 56 lieutenants. Up to 10 December 1939, 153 men were arrested as 

participants in various c-r organizations. 

 

Stanislavov Oblast 

50 have been arrested. 7 of these are reserve officers. The arrested include 1 general, 2 colonels, 8 majors, 

12 captains, and 27 lieutenants.  Up to 10 December 1939, 140 men were arrested as participants in 

various c-r organizations. 

 

Lutsk Oblast 

151 men were arrested on 10 December 1939. 35 of these are reserve officers. The arrested include 26 

captains, 2 majors, 32 lieutenants, and 91 2nd lieutenants. Up to 10 December 1939, 65 men were 

arrested. 

 

Lvov Oblast 

226 men were arrested on 10 December 1939. The arrested include 5 generals, 23 colonels, 42 majors, 28 

lieutenant colonels, 61 captains, 22 lieutenants, and 46 2nd lieutenants. Up to 10 December 1939, 129 

men were arrested.  

 

570 men were arrested on 10 December 1939 in the oblasts of western Ukraine. Up to 10 December 1939, 

487 men were arrested as participants in various c-r organizations. 

 

A total of 1,057 former officers of the Polish Army were arrested. 

In addition, 3,878 officers, taken prisoner during the operation in western Ukraine, are being detained in 

the Starobelsk camps. 

 

UkSSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 

GB Commissar 3rd Rank Serov 

 

5.  Soprunenko's Report on the Number of Polish POW Officers, Police, and 

Gendarmes, Inhabitants of Western Ukraine, Western Belorussia, and German 

Poland, Being Held in the NKVD POW Camps  
 

December 29, 1939, Moscow 

Top Secret 

Summary 
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1.  Total officer contingent detained in the camps  8,488 people 

Of these: 

a) residents of the territory included in Germany  5,800 people 

b) residents of western Belorussia and western Ukraine 2,688 people 

 

2. Total police and gendarmes detained in the camps  6,176 people 

Of these: 

a) residents of the territory included in Germany  3,600 people 

b) residents of western Belorussia and western Ukraine 2,576 people 

 

Head of the USSR NKVD UPV 

Major (Soprunenko) 
 

6.  NKVD UPV Proposals to Beria on Clearing Out Starobelsk and Kozelsk 

Camps 

February 20, 1940, Moscow 

Top Secret 
 

To USSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 

GB Commissar 1st Rank Comrade L. P. Beria.* 
 

In order to clear Starobelsk and Kozelsk camps, I request your decision on carrying out the 

following measures: 

 

1. From the officer contingent, release to their homes all those [who are] seriously ill, total 

invalids, tuberculosis patients, and older men sixty years old and above, who number 

about 300 men. 

2.  From among the reserve officers and residents of the western oblasts of the UkSSR and 

 BSSR, release to their homes the farmers, physicians, engineers and technicians, [and] 

 teachers for whom there are no compromising materials. According to preliminary data, 

 400-500 men may be released from this category.   

3.  I request your permission to draw up cases against the officers of KOP, workers in law 

 courts and prosecutors' offices, landowners, activists in the POV [P.O.W.] and Streltsy 

 [Strzelcy] parties, officers of the 2
nd

 Department of the former Polish General Staff, [and] 

 information officers (about 400 men) for examination by the OSO. 

 

It would be desirable to conduct the investigation of these categories in the People's 

Commissariats of Internal Affairs of the BSSR and UkSSR or, if this is impossible, to 

concentrate all those specified at Ostashkov camp, where the investigation could be conducted. 
 

Head of the USSR NKVD UPV 

Major P. Soprunenko 

Commissar of the USSR NKVD UPV 

Regimental Commissar Nekhoroshev 
* Handwritten across the page from left to right in blue pencil, "Comrade Merkulov. Discuss this with me. 

L. Beria. 20 February 1940. Com. Soprunenko. V. Merkulov. 21 February." 



9 
 

7.  Beria Memorandum to Joseph Stalin Proposing the Execution of the Polish 

Officers, Gendarmes, Police, Military Settlers, and Others in the Three Special 

POW Camps, Along with Those Held in the Prisons of the Western Regions of 

Ukraine and Belorussia;   

Accepted by the Politburo on March 5, 1940, Moscow. 

 

No. 794/B 
Top Secret 

Central Committee of the All Union Communist Party (b) 
To Comrade Stalin 
 

In the USSR NKVD prisoner-of-war camps and prisons of the western regions of Ukraine and 

Belorussia, there are at present a large number of former officers of the Polish Army, former 

workers in the Polish police and 

intelligence organs, members of Polish nationalist c-r parties, participants in exposed c-r 

insurgent organizations, refugees, and others. They are all sworn enemies of Soviet power, filled 

with hatred for the Soviet system of government.  

 

Prisoner-of-war officers and police in the camps are attempting to continue their c-r work and are 

conducting anti-Soviet agitation. Each one of them is just waiting to be released in order to be 

able to enter actively into the battle against Soviet power.  

 

The NKVD organs in the western oblasts of Ukraine and Belorussia have exposed several c-r 

insurgent organizations. In all these c-r organizations, an active guiding role is played by former 

officers of the former Polish Army and former police and gendarmes.  

 

Among the detained refugees and those who have violated the state border, a significant number 

of individuals who are participants in c-r espionage and insurgent organizations have also been 

uncovered.  

 

The prisoner-of-war camps are holding a total (not counting the soldiers and the NCOs) of 

14,736 former officers, officials, landowners, police, gendarmes, prison guards, [military] 

settlers, and intelligence agents, who are more than 97 percent Polish by nationality.  

Among them are: 

 

generals, colonels, and lieutenant colonels       295 

majors and captains       2,080 

lieutenants, 2nd lieutenants, and ensigns    6,049 

police officers, junior officers, border guards, and gendarmerie 1,030 

rank-and-file police, gendarmes, prison guards, 

and intelligence agents      5,138 

officials, landowners, priests, and [military] settlers      144 

 

In the prisons of the western oblasts of Ukraine and Belorussia a total of 18,632 arrested people 

(including 10,685 Poles) are being held, including: 
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former officers       1,207 

former police, intelligence agents, and gendarmes   5,141 

spies and saboteurs          347 

former landowners, factory owners, and officials      465 

members of various c-r and insurgent organizations  

and of various c-r elements       5,345 

refugees        6,127 

 

Based on the fact that they are all hardened, irremediable enemies of Soviet power, the NKVD 

USSR believes it is essential: 

 

I. To direct the NKVD USSR to: 

1) examine the cases of the 14,700 former Polish officers, officials, landowners, police, 

intelligence agents, gendarmes, [military] settlers, and prison guards who are now in the 

prisoner-of-war camps 

2) and also examine the cases of those who have been arrested and are in the prisons of 

the western oblasts of Ukraine and Belorussia, numbering 11,000 members of various c-r 

espionage and sabotage organizations, former landowners, manufacturers, former Polish 

officers, officials, and refugees, [and] using the special procedure, apply to them the 

supreme punishment, [execution by] shooting. 

 

II. Examine [these] cases without calling in the arrested men and without presenting [them with] 

the charges, the decision about the end of the investigation, or the document of indictment, 

according to the following procedure: 

a) [examine the cases] against individuals in the prisoner-of-war camps on the basis of 

information presented by the USSR NKVD UPV 

b) [examine the cases] against individuals who have been arrested on the basis of 

information from files presented by the UkSSR NKVD and the BSSRNKVD 

 

III. Assign the examination of cases and the carrying out of decisions to a troika [threesome] 

consisting of Comrades Beria*,. Merkulov, Kobulov, and Bashtakov (Head of 1st Special 

Department NKVD USSR).  

 

USSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 

L. Beria+ 

Comments from the Editors of “Katyn: A Crime without Punishment”: 

The phrase in italics was underlined by hand. Parts I-III of Beria's memorandum were used in the decision 

of the Politburo of the Central Committee as formulated in points I-III, which were evidently drawn up by 

Stalin's secretary; see KDIhI7; KDZlhI7. "Kobulov" was added by hand after "Merkulov"; both were 

written above the line in blue pencil, evidently by Stalin. On the document, written across the text: "Za" 

(For) with the signatures "I. V. Stalin, K. Voroshilov, A. Mikoyan" in blue pencil and “V. Molotov" in 

regular pencil (page 1 ). In the margin, evidently written by Stalin's secretary: Kalinin-za, Kaganovich-za" 

(page I). Before point I: the symbol Z, signifying the beginning of the decision (page 3). 

In the margin: "Special folder. USSR NKVD question" (page 3)' Below Beria's signature on the 

document, on the left side of page: "Vm Beria. [Implement Beria]." Below that by hand: "Protocol 

13/144." Below that: "5 March 1940" (page 4 of the facsimile in KDZIhI6, p. 475; KDIhI6, p. 388). 
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8.  First page of the memorandum from Lavrentiy Beria to Joseph Stalin on 

the execution of Polish officers.  
 

This memo was signed by Stalin and accepted by the Soviet Politburo. 

 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lavrentiy_Beria
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stalin
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9.   Directive of the People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs of the USSR, L. Beria, 

to the People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Ukrainian SSR I. Serov and 

Byelorussian SRR L. Canawa regarding the deportation to the Kazakh SRR of 

the families of prisoners-of-war  and prisoners. 
 

March 7, 1940 Moscow* 

 

People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs UkSRR Commissar of state security 3
rd

 rank 

Comrade Sierow 

People’s Commissar of Internal Affairs BSRR Senior Major of State Security 

Comrade Canawa 

 

The NKWD USSR orders to deport by April 15 of this year to the regions of Kazakhstan SSR for 

the period of 10 years all members of the families of former officers of the Polish Army, 

policeman, prison guards, gendarmerie, intelligence servicemen, former landowners, 

businessmen and higher state employees of the former Polish state apparatus who are held in the 

prisoner-of-war camps and in prisons in western parts of Ukraine and Byelorussia.  In order to 

accomplish this task, we order: 

1)  Immediately begin and finish by March 30 of this year the preparation, according to the 

enclosed form,  registration of all family members of the above listed categories of prisoners-of-

war and persons arrested.  Note:  Family members include by definition wives, children, as well 

as parents, brothers and sisters if they happen to live in the same location as the rest of the family 

of the POW’s or prisoners. 

[…] 

5)  In formulating a plan to carry out the operation it is recommended to comply with the 

following directives: 

[…] 

c) In all Western regions of Ukraine and Belarus, the operation is to be carried out in one day 

beginning at dawn. You will be informed of the day of the operation separately. 

[…] 

e) All property and businesses of the deported families are to be confiscated.  The family has the 

right to carry with them personal items not exceeding a total of 100kg per person (including 

children) to the deportation destination. 

People’s Commissioner of Internal Affairs of the USSR 

Commissar of State Security 1
st
 rank 

Beria 
 

* This document was translated from the Polish version published in “Zbrodnia Katynska: Materiały dla 

Uczniow” IPN, Kraków-Warszawa 2010, p. 41. 
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10.  Beria's Directive to Soprunenko on Compiling Lists of Polish POWs and 

Family Members 

7 March 1940, Moscow 

No. 886/b 
 

To the Head of the USSR NKVD UPV 

Com. Soprunenko 

 

I order: 

 
1.  Organize the compilation of precise lists of those former Polish officers, police, gendarmes, 

prison guards, overt and covert police agents, former landowners, manufacturers, and prominent 

officials of the former Polish state apparatus now being held in the prisoner-of-War camps.  

 

2.  In the compilation of the lists, be guided by the following: 

 

a) The lists must specify the composition of the family of each prisoner of war and their 

[family's] exact address. Members of the family are considered to be the wife and children, as 

well as parents, brothers, and sisters if they reside with the family of the prisoner of war. 

 

b) Lists must be compiled for each town and district of the western oblasts of Ukraine and 

Belorussia, separately for each town or district, and sent to the NKVDs of the UkSSR and 

BSSR, to Com. [Ivan A·1 Serov and Com. [Lavrenty F.1 Tsanava. 

 

c) The lists of POWs whose families, according to the information in your records, reside in 

the territory of the former Poland, now in Germany, must also be compiled in alphabetical 

order and sent to the NKVDs of the UkSSR and BSSR. 

 

d) All lists must be compiled on the basis of materials from the prisoner-of-war record files 

already kept in the camps. The questioning of POW s is permitted for the purpose of 

clarifying existing record files only in individual cases. 

 

3.  The work of compiling the lists must be completed within five days' time. 

 

Report implementation. 

 

People's Commissar of Internal Affairs USSR 

GB Commissar 1st Rank 

(L. Beria) 

 
* Two handwritten notes across the text: " Comn. Khudiakova. To Kozelsk camp files. Mak[liarsky]. Please verify 

whether these persons are in our file Dara. Makliarsky."Typewritten instruction in the left margin, middle of the 

page: "Carry out the transfer in Olse [here is a vagonzak [Kozelsk Station; ifnoc, do not send (prisoners] without my 

order. Handwritten note in the bottom left corner: "Received. V. Kor[olev] 7 March 1940." 
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11.   Beria's Directive to the Commissar of Internal Affairs, Kazakh SSR, GB 

Senior Major Semyon Burdakov, on the Resettlement in Kazakhstan of Polish 

POW Families to be Deported from the Westren Oblasts of Ukraine and 

Belorussia 
 

20 March 1940, Moscow 

No. 1042/b 
 

To the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs of the Kazakh SSR 

GB Senior Major Com. Burdakov 

 

Twenty-five thousand families of repressed former officers of the Polish Army, police, prison 

guards, gendarmes, intelligence agents, former landowners, manufacturers, and prominent 

officials of the former Polish state apparatus being held in prisoner-of-war camps are subject to 

deportation from the western oblasts of the Ukrainian SSR and Belorussian SSR to the northern 

oblasts of the Kazakh SSR for a term of ten years. The indicative number of these family 

members is approximately 75,000-100,000 people. 

 

In addition, 2,000-3,000 prostitutes are subject to deportation from the western oblasts of the 

UkSSR and BSSR to the same oblasts of the Kazakh SSR. 

 

You must work out specific measures for settling the deportees in Kustanai, Akmolinsk, 

Aktiubinsk, Northern Kazakhstan, Pavlodar, and Semipalatinsk Oblasts, figuring on placing 

15,000-20,000 people in each oblast, based on the number of districts and populated points in 

each oblast. In order to ensure complete order, excluding any possible excesses or escapes by the 

deportees, both along the route of their journey and in the places of settlement, you should: 

 

1 . Establish operational groups to direct the operation in the Kustanai, Akmolinsk, Aktiubinsk, 

Northern Kazakhstan, Pavlodar, and Semipalatinsk NKVD Oblast Administrations and the 

corresponding district sections. 

 

2.  Have the leaders of the operational groups ensure an organized reception of the 

[disembarking] deportees by the heads of the echelons [train formations] and their further 

transfer to their places of settlement. 

 

3.  Establish records for all the deportees in compliance with USSR NKVD Order no. 00I22.3 - 

[19]39. 
 

4.  Set up agent-operational servicing of the deportees, ensuring the timely exposure of their 

hostile work and the prevention of escape attempts  

 

5.  Issue passports to all deportees, specifying in section 10 that the passport is valid only within 

the boundaries of the rayon of residence specified for the deportee. 
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In the event that deportees express the desire to move in order to find work in other districts of 

the above-mentioned oblasts of the KSSR, the heads of the corresponding NKVD organs, with 

the consent of the heads of the oblast NKVD administrations, may give permission for this. 

[You are to] present to the USSR NKVD by 5 April 1940 a plan for settling the deportees that 

specifies the final [destination] railway stations where the echelons are to be unloaded for further 

dispatch of the deportees to their places of settlement and the surnames of the leaders of the 

operational groups responsible for their settlement. 

 

People's Commissar of Internal Affairs USSR 

(L. Beria) 

 

12.  Record Form for a Polish Prisoner of War 
 

16 March 1940, Moscow 

Top Secret 

INFORMATION* 

 

From personal file no. _ __ _ 

for prisoner of war (last name, name, patronymic) 

 

 

Family name 

name, 

patronymic 

 

Personal data Last function and 

rank in former 

Polish army or in 

police, intelligence, 

and prison 

organizations 

 

Sentence 

 

 Give year, place of 

birth, property, 

family, social status, 

where prisoner is 

held, when taken 

prisoner 

 

  

  

 (Date) _____________1940 

Head of NKVD UPV 

GB Captain (Soprunenko) 
 

 

* Handwritten note in upper right-hand corner: "Received from Com. Kobulov. P. Soprunenko. 16 March 

1940."  
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13.   Beria's Order no. 00350 on "Clearing Out" the NKVD Prisons in the 

Western UkSSR and BSSR  

22 March 1940, Moscow 

Top Secret 

No. 00350 

Order of the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs USSR for 1940 

Contents: On Clearing Out the NKVD Administration Prisons of 

Western UkSSR and BSSR 

22 March 1940, Moscow 
 

In order to clear out the NKVD Administration prisons in the western 

oblasts of the UkSSR and BSSR, 

I ORDER: 

I.   For the NKVD of the Ukrainian SSR: 

 

    1) Transfer 3,000 arrested persons from the prisons of the western oblasts of the Ukrainian 

SSR to the prisons of the central oblasts of the UkSSR. Of these: 

 

From Lvov prison  900 people 

from Rovno prison   500 " 
from Volynsk prison   500 " 
from Tarnopol prison   500 " 
from Drogobych prison  200 " 
from Stanislavov prison  400 " 
 

    2)  Relocate the arrested persons in the Kiev, Kharkov, and Kherson prisons. 

 

    3) Send the head of the Main Prison Administration of the USSR NKVD, GB Major Com. 

[Pavel N.] Zuev, to render assistance to the UkSSR NKVD in organizing the transportation of 

these arrested persons. 

 

    4) UkSSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, GB Commissar 3
rd

 Rank Com. Serov, and 

the head of the Main Prison Administration of the USSR NKVD, GB Major Com. Zuev, are to 

complete the operation of transporting the 3,000 arrested persons from the prisons of the western 

oblasts of the UkSSR to the prisons of the central oblasts of the UkSSR within ten days' time. 

 

   5) Bearing in mind the possibility of escapes by the arrested persons and attempted attacks on 

the convoy by counterrevolutionary (c-r) elements in order to free the arrested [persons], entrust 

Corns. Serov, Zuev, and the commander of the 13th Division of the NKVD Convoy Troops, 

Colonel Com. A. I. Zavialov, with the responsibility of ensuring the strictest order among and 

guarding of the arrested persons, during both their reception [from the prisons] and their being 

loaded [onto the trains] and all along the route of the echelons [carrying] the arrested persons. 
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   6)  USSR Deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, Divisional Commander Com. 

Chernyshov, shall within ten days' time remove from their NKVD places of imprisonment in the 

Ukrainian SSR and send to USSR NKVD correctional labor camps 8,000 convicted prisoners, 

including 3,000 from the Kiev, Kharkov, and Kherson prisons.  

 
2.   For the NKVD of the Belorussian SSR: 

 

      1) Transfer 3,000 arrested persons from the prisons of the western oblasts of the Belorussian 

SSR to Minsk prison, of these:  

 

from Brest prison   1,500 persons 

from Vileika prison     550   “ 

from Pinsk prison      500   “ 

from Baranovichi prison     450   “ 

 
     2) Send the section head of the Main Prison Administration of the USSR NKVD, GB Captain 

Com. [Aleksandr] Chechev, to render assistance to the BSSR NKVD in organizing the transfer 

of these arrested persons. 

 

    3) BSSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, GB Commissar 3
rd

 Rank Com. Tsanava, and 

the head of the Department of the Main Prison Administration of the USSR NKVD, GB Captain 

Com. Chechev, shall complete the operation of transporting the arrested persons from the prisons 

of the western oblasts of the BSSR to Minsk prison within ten days' time. 

 

     4) Entrust Corns. Tsanava, Chechev, and the commander of the 15
th

 Brigade of the NKVD 

Convoy Troops, Colonel Com. P. S. Popov, with the responsibility of ensuring the strictest order 

among and guarding of the arrested persons, both during reception and loading and all along the 

route of the echelons with the arrested persons. 

 

3.    USSR Deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, Divisional Commander Com. 

Chernyshov, shall ensure the delivery on time of the necessary number of echelons for the 

above-specified transports of arrested persons, both for transporting the arrested [people] from 

the western oblasts of the UkSSR and BSSR and for shipping out 8,000 prisoners from the 

UkSSR to correctional labor camps. 

 

4. USSR Deputy People's Commissar of Internal Affairs, Corps Commander Com. Maslennikov, 

and the head of the Main Administration of Convoy Troops, Brigade Commander Com. V. N. 

Sharapov, are to allocate the necessary number of convoy [soldiers] and organize the careful 

guarding of the convoyed arrested persons, not allowing even one to escape.  

 

Coms. Maslennikov and Chernyshov shall report to me along the way on the progress in 

implementing the present order. 

 

USSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 

GB Commissar 1st Rank 

L. Beria 
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14.  Soprunenko's Instruction to the Heads of Ostashkov, Starobelsk, and 

Kozelsk Camps on Sending Agent Record Files to the NKVD UPV 
 

4 April 1940, Moscow 

No. 4954/8919 

Top Secret 

 

Kozelsk NKVD Camp to Zarubin, Korolev. 

Starobelsk NKVD Camp to Mironov, Berezhkov. 

Ostashkov NKVD Camp to Kholichev, Borisovets. 

 

 If the lists of POWs subject to dispatch from the camp include your agents, do not send 

the latter anywhere until [you receive] special instructions. 

 

 Select camp record files on agents that have not already been sent to the UPV and send 

these together with any agent materials you have on them by courier in top secret procedure to 

me personally. 

 Basis: Instruction from Deputy People's Commissar Com. Merkulov 

  

          P. Soprunenko 
 

 

15.   SNK Resolution Confirming the Deportation from Western UkSSR and 

BSSR of Individuals as Specified in the SNK Decision of 2 March 1940.  
 

 April 10, 1940, Moscow 

No. II80/b 

Top Secret 

10 April 1940 

Moscow, the Kremlin*  

 

Resolution of the Council of People's Commissars USSR no. 497-177 ss. On Confirming the 

NKVD USSR Instruction "Regarding the Deportation from the Western Oblasts of the UkSSR 

and BSSR of the Persons Indicated in the SNK USSR Resolution of 2 March 1940, No. 289-127 

SS." 

 
The USSR Council of People's Commissars hereby resolves: 

 
I.   To approve the instruction submitted by the USSR NKVD for deportations from the western oblasts of 

the UkSSR and BSSR:   

 

a) of the families of former officers of the Polish Army, police, prison guards, gendarmes, 

intelligence agents, former landowners, manufacturers, officials of the former Polish state 
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apparatus, and participants in c-r insurgent organizations being held in prisoner-of-war camps and 

prisons; 

 

b) of refugees from the territory of former Poland now in Germany who have expressed the desire 

to leave the borders of the Soviet Union for the territory now occupied by the Germans, but have 

not been accepted by the German government; 

 

c) of prostitutes previously registered with the organs of the former Polish police who continue to 

engage in prostitution. 

 

2.   To instruct the Sovnarkom of the Kazakh SSR to take the necessary measures to relocate the families 

enumerated in point I-a, numbering 22,000-25,000 families in the northern oblasts of the Kazakh SSR, 

and to secure their living conditions and labor utilization. 

 

3.    To obligate the NKPS [People's Commissariat of Communications] to provide for the conveyance of 

deported persons, eighty-one echelons of fifty-five train cars each, to the railway stations of the western 

oblasts of the UkSSR and BSSR within the periods of time specified in the request of the USSR NKVD. 

 

4.   The USSR people's commissar of health (Com. Miterev) shall provide the echelons of deportees along 

the route of their journey with medical personnel and the necessary medications and equipment as per the 

requests of the USSR NKVD. 

 

5.   To require the USSR Narkomtorg [People's Commissariat of Trade] to organize the feeding of the 

deportees along the route of their journey at points to be determined by the USSR NKVD. 

 

6.   To require the USSR Narkomles [People's Commissariat of Forests] (Com. Antselovich) and 

Narkomchermet [People's Commissariat of Ferrous Metallurgy] (Com. Samokhvalov) to carefully prepare 

the reception, placement, housing, and labor utilization of the deported families of refugees specified in 

point I-b, being sent to work in the enterprises of USSR Narkomles and Narkomchermet. 

 

7.   To require the [local] executive committees where the refugees are being deported to render the USSR 

NKVD, USSR Narkomles, and Narkomchermet the necessary assistance in transporting and placing the 

deported families of refugees. 

 

8.   The USSR Narkomfin [People's Commissariat of Finances] (Com.Zverev) shall make provision, 

based on the USSR NKVD estimate for 1940, for an additional allocation in the amount of 30,2.50,000 

rubles for expenses involved in deporting the individuals specified in point I of the present resolution. 

 

Chairman of the USSR SNK 

(V. Molotov) 

Head of the Chancellery USSR SNK 

(M. Khlomov) 

 

 

* In Molotov's hand in the top left corner: "Za" (For) and signature in blue pencil-"V. Molotov" -followed 

by "Za" after each of the following signatures in indelible pencil: "N. Voznesensky, A. Vyshinsky, 

Bulganin, A. Mikoyan, Kaganovich." In the top right corner someone crossed out "Top Secret" and wrote: 

"Secret." Handwritten comment in ink on the reverse of the first page: "Gave for distribution immediately 

after signature of Com. Khlomov. I I April 1940, 0 hr. 55 min. P. Ivanov." Handwritten in the lower 

corner of the second page: "P. Ivanov. 10 April 1940." 
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16.  Instruction on the Deportation of Specified Persons from Western Oblasts 

of UkSSR and BSSR. 

10 April 1940, Moscow 

[Enclosure with doc. 64a] 

Approved by the Decision of the SNK, USSR, 

of 10 April 1940, No. 497-177 ss. 

 

Instruction on the Deportation from the Western Oblasts of the UkSSR and BSSR of the Individuals 

Specified in the USSR SNK Resolution of 2. March 1940, No. 289-127 SS. 

 

1.   The deportation of the families of the former officers of the Polish Army, police, prison guards, 

gendarmes, intelligence agents, former landowners, manufacturers, officials of the former Polish state 

apparatus, and participants in c-r insurgent organizations being held in the prisoner-of-war camps and 

prisons of the western oblasts of the UkSSR and BSSR shall be implemented simultaneously throughout 

the UkSSR and BSSR on a day to be designated by the USSR NKVD. 

    The deportation of refugees who have expressed the desire to leave for the territory of the former 

Poland now occupied by the Germans and who have not been accepted by the German government, and 

of prostitutes, shall also be implemented simultaneously on the days designated by the USSR NKVD. 

 

2.    In [the course of] deporting the families specified in point I of this instruction, the real estate and 

commercial and industrial enterprises of those being deported are to be confiscated and handed over to the 

local organs of power. The deportees have the right to sell or take all their remaining property with them 

to their place of resettlement up to an amount not exceeding 100 kilograms of weight per family member. 

    Comment; The deportees may take personal valuables (rings, watches, earrings, bracelets, cigarette 

cases, etc.) as well as Soviet currency (unlimited amount) with them. 

 

3.    The dispatch of the deportees to their place of resettlement shall be carried out in echelons of fifty-

five railcars each, equipped for human transport (including one passenger car for the guard, one equipped 

medical isolation car, and a shop car). Each car shall accommodate thirty adults and children and their 

belongings. For bulky items, four freight cars shall be assigned to each echelon.  

 

4.    For each echelon, the USSR NKVD shall appoint an echelon head and the appropriate security. 

 

5.    The USSR People's Commissariat of Health shall provide the echelons with medical staff based on 

the rate of one physician, one medical assistant, and two nurses per echelon, with the appropriate 

medications. 

 

6.    The train cars required for the transport of the deportees shall be provided by the NKVD as per the 

plan previously agreed upon by the USSR NKVD and NKPS. Five days before the provision of the train 

cars, the USSR NKVD shall present the NKPS with a notification for the echelons, specifying exactly the 

day the echelons are to be brought in, the loading stations, and the stations of destination. 

 

7.    Along the journey by rail, the deportees shall receive free hot food and 600 grams of bread per person 

once every twenty-four hours. The preparation and serving of food on the way shall be carried out at the 

request of the echelon heads by the unions of railway restaurants and buffets of the USSR Narkomtorg. 

  

      Payment for expenses incurred in feeding the deportees along the route shall be made by the echelon 

heads. 

 

8.   The deportees shall be sent [as follows]: 
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    a) the families of POWs being held in the USSR NKVD camps and prisons of the western oblasts of 

the UkSSR and BSSR-to the Aktiubinsk, Kustanai, Northern Kazakhstan, Pavlodar, Semipalatinsk, and 

Akmolinsk Oblasts of the Kazakh SSR for a period of ten years;  

    b) refugees who have expressed their agreement to leave for Germany [German Poland] and have not 

been accepted by the German government-to the northern regions of the USSR for resettlement in special 

settlements and utilization in logging operations and other work; 

    c) prostitutes-to districts in the Kazakh and Uzbek SSRs (with the exception of border districts). 

 

9.    The transport of the families of the refugees specified in point 8b of this instruction from the stations 

of disembarkation to their place of settlement shall be organized by the USSR NKVD utilizing the 

vehicular transport of the enterprises belonging to the people's commissariats receiving the deported 

refugees. 

 

        When absolutely necessary, the krai [territorial] and oblast [regional] executive committees of the 

Councils of Workers' Deputies are required to put at the disposal of the USSR NKVD additional 

vehicular transport by involving local organizations and collective farms in this matter. 

 

10.    In places where the refugees are resettled, USSR NKVD commandants' offices shall be created and 

shall function in compliance with the "Regulation on Special Settlements and the Labor System for 

[Military] Settlers, Deported from the Western Oblasts of the UkSSR and the BSSR," approved in the 

USSR SNK resolution of 29 December 1939, No. 2122-617 SS. 

 

USSR People's Commissar of Internal Affairs 

(L. Beria) 
 

17.   Katyn Massacre 
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18.   Note by Shelepin to Khrushchev, 3 March 1959, Proposing to Destroy the 

Documents of the Operation Sanctioned by the Politburo on 5 March 1940 
 

3 March 1959, Moscow 
 

Special File 

Top Secret 

No. 632-sh[elepin] 

To Comrade Khrushchev, N. S.  

 

Since I940, records and other materials regarding prisoners and interned officers, policemen, 

gendarmes, [military] settlers, landlords and so on, and persons from former bourgeois Poland 

who were shot in that same year have been kept in the Committee of State Security of the 

Council of Ministers, USSR. On the basis of the decision by the special Troika of the NKVD 

USSR, a total of 2I,857 persons were shot; of these, 4,421 [were shot] in the Katyn Forest 

(Smolensk Oblast), 3,820 in the camp of Starobelsk, close °to Kharkov, 6,311 in the camp of 

Ostashkov (Kalinin Oblast), and 7,305 persons were shot in other camps and prisons of western 

Ukraine and western Belorussia. 

 

The whole operation of liquidating the above-mentioned persons was carried out on the basis of 

the decision of the CC CPSU of 5 March 1940. All of them were sentenced to the highest order 

of punishment according to the files started for them as POWs and internees in 1939. From the 

time when the above-mentioned operation was carried out, that is, from 1940, no information has 

been released to anybody relating to the case, and all of the 21,857 files have been stored in a 

sealed location. 

 

All these files are of no operational or historical value to Soviet organs. It is also highly doubtful 

whether they could be of any real value to our Polish friends. On the contrary, any unforeseen 

incident may lead to revealing the operation, with all the undesirable consequences for our 

country, especially since, regarding the persons shot in the Katyn Forest, the official version was 

confirmed by an investigation carried out on the initiative of the organs of Soviet authorities in 

1944, under the name of the "Special Commission to Establish and Investigate the Shooting of 

Polish Prisoner-of-War Officers in Katyn Forest by the German-Fascist Aggressors."  

  

According to the conclusion of that commission, all the Poles liquidated there are considered to 

have been killed by the German occupiers. The materials of the inquiry were extensively covered 

in the Soviet and foreign press. The commission's conclusions became firmly established in 

international public opinion.  

  

On the basis of the above statements, it seems expedient to destroy all the records on the persons 

shot in 1940 in the above-mentioned operation. 

 

In order to answer possible questions along the lines of the CC CPSU or the Soviet government 

guidelines, the protocols of the meetings of the NKVD USSR Troika that sentenced these 

persons to be shot, also the documents on carrying out this decision, could be preserved. The 

volume of these documents is not large and they could be kept in a special file. 
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Attached is the draft of the [relevant] decision by the CC CPSU. 

Chairman of the Committee for State Security of the Council of 

Ministers of USSR 

A. Shelepin 

3 March 1959 

 

[Enclosure] 

 

A.   Draft for the Decision by the Presidium of the CC CPSU of [date left blank] 1959. 

 

Draft 

Top Secret 
 

Empower the State Security Committee of the Council of Ministers, USSR, to destroy all 
the records on the operation carried out in accordance with the decision of the CC 
CPSU of 5 March 1940, while preserving the protocols of the meetings of the Troika of 
the NKVD, USSR. 
 

The Soviet government was impelled to act when interest in Katyn revived in England and the United 

States in the early 1970s. In January 1971 the reprint of]. K. Zawodny's book Death in the Forest (1962 ) 

led to reviews in the Times of London, which printed correspondence on the topic in January-February, as 

did the Daily Telegraph in March-April.  

The declassification of Foreign Office documents for the wartime period in 1972 led to more activity in 

Britain. The pamphlet Katyn Despatches of Sir Owen O'Malley to the British Government appeared in 

January, with a foreword by Lord Barnby, chairman of the Katyn Memorial Fund, and an introduction by 

its honorary secretary, Louis FitzGibbon. (In 1943-1944, Owen O'Malley was the British ambassador to 

the Polish government-in-exile.) It contained O'Malley's report of 24 May I943 to Foreign Secretary 

Anthony Eden, presenting evidence pointing at Russian guilt, as well as a withering critique of the 

Burdenko Commission report (doc. I06), written for Eden on II February I944. Both were reprinted in 

FitzGibbon's second book, The Katyn Cover-Up (London, I972). The pamphlet was also published by the 

Polish-American Congress in Chicago in I973· 

 

The Soviet government, which protested British media coverage of the Katyn question in I971-1972, was 

even more upset in 1973. A fund-raising campaign launched by the KMF in I972 to build a memorial to 

the victims of Katyn in London now bore fruit. The Council of the Borough of Kensington-Chelsea 

offered a location in the long unused cemetery of St. Luke's Anglican Church, Chelsea, which provoked 

another Soviet protest. 

 

19.   Politburo Resolution and Instruction for the Soviet Ambassador in 

London Regarding the Projected Katyn Monument (Excerpt)  
 

2 March 1973, Moscow 

No. P80/I2 

Top Secret 
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To Corns. Brezhnev, Kosygin, Kirilenko, Andropov,Ponomarev, Katushev, Gromyko 

Excerpt from Protocol no. 80 of the Politburo CC CPSU Session of 2 March 1973 

 

On the Demarche to the English Government in Connection with the Anti-Soviet Campaign 

Surrounding the Erection in London of the So-Called Monument to the Victims of Katyn  

 

1.. Ratify the draft of the instruction on this question to the Soviet ambassador in London 

(attached). 

 

2.. Instruct the MID [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] USSR to inform the Polish friends of our 

declaration to the English government.  

 

 Secretary CC 

[Enclosure] 

A.   On Point 12 of Protocol no. 80. 

Secret 

London 

Soviet Ambassador; 

 

Visit the minister of foreign affairs and, based on the [instructions] received, declare the 

following: 

 

The British government's attention has already been drawn to the fact that attempts are being 

made in England to fan the anti-Soviet campaign about the long-unmasked fictions of Goebbels's 

propaganda on the so-called Katyn Question. In the demarche made by the Soviet MID to the 

British Embassy in Moscow on 13 September I972 for transmission to the British government, it 

was emphasized that the construction of a "memorial" to the victims of Katyn, inspired by 

certain circles, can only provoke justified indignation in the Soviet Union. 

 

However, judging by the materials published in the English press, this "memorial" provocation 

has not been stopped so far. In particular, there is information that the authorities of the 

Kensington-Chelsea district of London have apparently agreed to the erection of such a 

"memorial" on their territory at St. Luke's Church and have already approved the design. What is 

particularly scandalous - according to reports received - is the character of the inscriptions 

approved for the aforementioned "memorial." In a coarse manner they distort the historical facts 

about the real culprits of the Katyn tragedy. In effect, they reproduce the base inventions put 

about by the Nazis during the Second World War in order to hide the bloody crime of the 

Gestapo murderers, which is known to the whole world. 

 

The attitude of the English government on this matter stands in clear contradiction to its 

assurances about [its] efforts to improve relations with the Soviet Union. In Moscow, it is 

expected that the English government will take appropriate measures to put aI1l end to this 

campaign, hostile to the Soviet Union, [that is] deployed around the construction of the so-called 

memorial to the victims of Katyn in London. 
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Telegraph the implementation [of this instruction]. 

 

20.   Politburo Protocol no. 3 on Measures to Counteract Western Propaganda 

on the Katyn Question (Excerpt). 
 

5 April 1976, Moscow 
No. P3/75 

Top Secret 
 

To: The Smolensk Oblast Committee, CPSU 

To Corns. Brezhnev, Kosygin, Andropov, Gromyko, 

Kirilenko, Ponomarev, Katushev, Smirtiukov 

 

Excerpt from Protocol no. 3 of the Politburo CC CPSU Session of 5 April 1976 

On Countermeasures against Western Propaganda on the So-Called Katyn Question 

 

1. Agree to [the request of] Polish friends for consultations with the goal of discussing possible 

common measures to counteract Western propaganda on the so-called Katyn Question after 

instructing the Department of the CC CPSU USSR and the MID USSR to conduct the 

consultations. 

 

Assume in this case the necessity of closely coordinating the steps [to be taken] by the USSR and 

the Polish People's Republic in order to counteract and neutralize antisocialist and anti-Soviet 

actions and campaigns in the West in connection with the "Katyn Question." Consider as 

inexpedient any official declarations from our side so as to avoid giving hostile elements cause to 

use [them] in polemics on this question for anti-Soviet objectives. 

 

2.  Instruct the Department of the CC CPSU USSR and MID USSR to learn the opinions of the 

Polish friends, expressed in the course of consultations and, in case of necessity, submit 

appropriate proposals to the CC CPSU. 

 

3.  The MID USSR, in close contact with the diplomatic representatives of the Polish People's 

Republic, should firmly resist provocative attempts to use the so-called Katyn Question to harm 

Polish-Soviet friendship, being directed in this [resistance] by the decisions of the CC CPSU of 2 
March 1973 (No. P80/I2). 

 

4.  The KGB USSR should, through unofficial channels, make it clear to persons in government 

circles of appropriate Western countries that the renewed use of various anti-Soviet forgeries is 

seen by the Soviet government as especially intentional provocation aimed at worsening the 

international situation. 

 

5.  Instruct the Smolensk Oblast CPSU Committee and the Oblast Executive Committee to 

undertake supplementary measures to ensure the proper maintenance of the monument to the 

Polish officers and the surrounding area. 

 

Secretary CC 
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20.   Katyn Monuments  

A.    National Katyn Monument in Baltimore, USA  

 
 

B.  Katyn Monument in Toronto, Canada  
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C.   Katyn Monument in Jersey City, USA 

 

 

 
 


